
Skype conference 

Spain – France 

Wednesday 4th February 2015, from 3pm to 4.30 pm. 



Summary
Part 1-

The individual presentation of each of the two groups, including the motivations of 

everyone to participate in the project "Erasmus + »

Part 2-

The report by each group on its progress in implementing its center assessment and its 

communication activities.

Part 3-

The presentation by France of the attack perpetrated in Paris on January 7, against Charlie 

Hebdo would be followed by feelings of each.

Part 4-

The presentation by each group of a character, a place ... that is representative of the 

partner country.

The main objectives of these conference are  to 

meet  the  members of the partner countries, in 

order to know them better, then to discover the 

cultural heritage of the country and finally to 

speak English.



Each group had to introduce himself to the other. We intervened one after the other.

We exchanged a few words on the progress of the Erasmus project. 

First and second part : Individual presentation and project progress 



Third part : Debate on what we felt after the shooting against Charlie Hebdo 

and on freedom of expression

« We are really curious to know how you felt 

about this attack ».

They answered that this event 

remembered  them the attack of 

march, the 11th of 2004, when a 

bomb exploded in a suburban 

train of Madrid.

A few days before we sent to Spain on a slide show, a retrospective of the life of the 

newspaper, a reminder of the events and the different reactions that they had raised. 



"We fear a phobia moved against muslims .We are afraid 

that people confuse Islam  with fanatic fundamentalism. 

What about you ? »" We read a Spanish article on the web, which ironically 

spoke on the presence of your first minister, Mariano 

Rajoy. He was indignant about the ambivalent attitude of 

Mariano Rajoy who walked on Sunday for the free speech 

and who passed an ultra repressive Law , the "Organic 

Law of Citizen Security" . .. what is your opinion on this ? 

They were totally agree on the fact that it’s important 

to do the difference between the islamists and the 

muslims . 



They presented to us « El Jueves » a satirical – cartoonist Spanish magazine. 

More precisly they shown us the two  most polemical front pages of this magazine. 

This one, with Mariano 

Rajoy, the president of the 

government, in the place of 

an islamist of Daesh. 

This one illustrating the 

natalicy policy of the 

Spanish government. 

All burst out laughing… Then, they showed us several magazines on what think the Spanish 

cartoonists about this attitude.



Fourth part : What images are coming to mind when we think of Spain?



1- The Spanish gastronomy for French people.

“During the Skype conference, we wanted talk 

about the gastronomy in Spain country. We have 

search some information. For us, the specialties 

in Spain are Paella, Churros, Tapas and 

Gaspacho. In France, we love the churros and 

sometimes, we have some Churros mainly where 

there are amusement events, fortunately for my 

weight. In Spain you have many churros shops? 

If this is the case, is not that complicated at times 

to resist eating churros? …”

“Do you go to tapas bars? If yes, how many

times a month do you go in tapas bars? On

what occasions do you go to tapas bars? For

you, in Catalonia, what type of tapas do you

prefer? We are asking you this because we have

seen that there are a lot of sorts of tapas! For

instance, we found more than fifteen sorts of

tapas! What’s the price of these tapas in a

pub?” …



“During this year, Sonia and I have tested, on 

the occasion of a trade event, the presentation 

of  the beer Galicia Estrella. Do you like this 

beer? What is favourite beer in Taragona or 

near? Do you have any speciality beer? What 

are the ingredients into the sangria?...”

“For the paella, what are the main ingredients?” 

“For us, The Gazpacho is made with tomato,  bread, 

water, vinegar, oil and salted cucumbers, pepper and 

onions. There are many sorts of gazpascho. I haven't 

tasted all kinds of gazpachos.”



“First of all, we are presenting you “Las Meninas” (the bridesmaids) from Diego 

Velasquez, painted in 1656.”

« The table shows the workshop of 

Diego Velasquez, official painter to 

the court of Philip IV Spanish 

monarch of the 17th century. The 

artist is represented there working in a 

work of which we see only upside 

down. In front of the paint, we see that 

the scene is bathed in a light from a 

window on the right side and then 

through the mirror placed in the back 

of the room, we see a man in a 

doorway looking inward workshop 

...Thus, there is a role play where the 

real, the imaginary and the virtual, the 

visible and the invisible, are organized 

around a single question : Who's 

watching who? »

2- The Famous Spanish painters for French people.



“Then, we chose “Charles IV of Spain and his family”, a collective portrait painted in 

1800 by Francisco de Goya (who became, in 1789, the court painter of King Charles IV 

in Spain). 

“It represents the royal family 

of Charles IV of Spain.This 

painting is mainly inspired by 

two works: « The Family of 

Philip V », Louis-Michel van 

Loo (1743) and « Las 

Meninas », Diego Velázquez 

(1656). We liked this painting 

because we think that 

Francisco Goya révèle his 

perfect maîtrise about detail 

and the light.”



“Then, we chose “Guernica” from Pablo Picasso, painted in 1937

“Guernica, a town in the Basque Country, is particularly famous for its destruction by the 

airmen of the Condor Legion, sent by Hitler to support General Franco. April 26, 1937, market 

day, the city will be bombed, explosive bombs and machine gun and finally fire bombs to 16:30 

to 19.45.

After the massacre, 70% of homes were in flames. This bombardment has long been considered 

the first bombing on a defenseless civilian population. 800 to 3 000 of the 7000 residents of 

Guernica perished. 

This work denounces the killing of innocent people by nationalists helped the Nazis, the work 

exudes a feeling of horror. Picasso, by the deformation of the characters is increased 

expression. The black and white adds to the dramatization of the scene. It uses a unique feature 

in cubist style: the simultaneous representation front / side view.”



Then, we chose “The persistence of memory” from Salvador Dali, painted in 1931.

« This work, painted by Dali in 1931, is 
an oil on canvas popularly known as 
the « soft watches ». 

In front, we can see pocket watches 
which seems to melt  before devant 
Port Lliga beach, in Catalonia. Its 
distant steep rocks, was dear to the 
heart of the artist.

The watches are in effect all arrested. 
Dali had the idea of the soft watches at 
a dinner, watching a camembert 
(cheese) melted on a tray. 

This painting is often interpreted as a 
mockery layout of passing time, the 
passage from birth to death, the way of 
life.
Time has become elastic, like the 
pocket watches. Memories, like these 
watches, deform to become soft things, 
malleable, where time does not 
matter. »



“Does our selection of painters represent your country?

“Do you know French painters? 

Do you have Art lessons at school? ”



3- The Spanish cinema for French people

“First of all, we love Pedro Almodovar. His movies are 

famous because they talk about society's subjects like 

the homosexuality and the filiation between mother and 

daughter. He loves to have a girl in the main role. The 

favorite movies French people are “Talons aiguilles” 

and “Volver”. He has favorite actors like... 

Antonio Banderas

Pénélope Cruz

Javier Bardem



“The orphanage (El orphelinato) is the Spanish film that 

has had the biggest success of all time in the Spanish 

rooms. 

This film tells the story of a woman who returns to the 

orphanage where she grew up. 

Unfortunately, in the orphanage nothing will happen well 

and strange things will arrive.” 

“Do you think it’s possible to have in Spain, a Spanish 

movie with more success than the  orphanage? 

What is the series the most view in Spain? 

What is the name of the most famous comedian in Spain? 

Do you ever meet a star? If yes, who?”



4- The Spanish music for French people

Enrique Iglesias, 3rd 

child of julio Iglesias, is a 

singer, songwriter, actor, 

and record producer.

Julio Iglesias, is a 

singer and 

songwriter who has 

sold more than 300 

million records 

worldwide in 14 

languages

Los del Rios, is a group 

composed with two singers 

(Antonio Romero and Rafael 

Ruiz ) They became 

international singers after the 

song « Macarena » which was 

the song of 1996's summer.

“We have three legendary Spanish singers…”

What kind of music do you listen?

Who is your favorite singer?

Among these singers, Enrique or julio or Los del Rios, 

whom is your favorite singer?  



5- The Spanish towns for French people

“We don’t know all your regions but the most famous for us are Catalonia and Andalusia.

1. Regarding Andalusia, we particularly like 

Seville and we admire this place.”

2. Further south, we appreciate Granada

with this magical place that is the Alhambra

They say it is with "The Great Mosque of 

Cordoba" most prestigious indicator of Muslim 

presence in Spain from the 12th to the 13th 

century.

It seems that the Alhambra in Arabic means 

"red" because of the color are the walls at 

sunset. We learned that it was part of Unesco 

World Heritage!



3. And of course, how not to talk about Barcelona! Although the whole city is beautiful, two 

places amaze us.

First of all, we choosed the Sagrada Familia because it is the most famous monument in 

Spain. Barcelona represents Spain through this spectacular architecture and its greatness. 

We wonder why this name, we translate “Sainte Famille in French?



Secondly, we fell in love with The Park Güell built by Antoni GAUDI, the architect of the 

Sagrada Familia. This Park is also a monument of World Heritage of UNESCO!

We think it is impossible to go in Spain without see this Park. It is colorful, so original and 

unlike anything else.

According to you, what is the 

monument or the place which best 

represent Spain? 

Could you tell us why?



Thank you for your attention


